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TAGS:EAIR, IA 

SUBJECT:CIVAIR: SECOND POINT FOR CONTINENTAL 

1 . EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO APPROACH APPROPRIATE JAPANESE 
AUTHORITIES AND PRESENT AIDE MEMOIRE REQUESTING SECOND 
JAPANESE POINT FOR CONTINENTAL. AIDE MEMOIRE SHOULD 
MAKE FOLLOWING POINTS: DURING US-JAPAN CIVIL AVIATION 
NEGOTIATIONS IN JULY 1977 WHICH RESULTED IN RESOLUTION 
OF CONTINENTAL AIRLINES SERVICE BETWEEN SAIPAN AND 
TOKYO, US DELEGATION INDICATED THAT IT WAS CONTINENTAL’S 
PLAN TO ADD SERVICE FROM SAIPAN TO OSAKA AT SOME FUTURE 
DATE. HOWEVER, IN THE LAST ROUND OF TALKS (MARCH 15-29, 
1978) JAPANESE DECLARED THAT, BECAUSE OF RESTRICTIONS 
AT OSAKA AIRPORT, NO NEW AIRLINES COULD SERVE THAT CITY. 

US DELEGATION NOTED AT THAT TIME THAT, WHILE USG COULD 
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APPRECIATE THESE JAPANESE DIFFICULTIES.USG ACQUIRED RIGHTS 
AT OSAKA IN 1965 AND OSAKA RESTRICTION ABRIDGED THESE 
RIGHTS IN SO FAR AS CONTINENTAL, AS A US DESIGNATED AIRLINE, 
IS CONCERNED. IN VIEW OF THE SITUATION AT OSAKA, US 
DELEGATION SUGGESTED A SECOND POINT MIGHT SERVE 
CONTINENTAL S PURPOSES, E.G. NAGOYA. USG WOULD APPRECIATE 
A FAVORABLE AND TIMELY RESPONSE FROM THE JAPANESE 
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GOVERNMENT TO THIS PROPOSAL. 

2. FYI. CONTINENTAL IS DESPAIRING OF ACQUIRING SECOND 
JAPANESE POINT AND HAS ASKED USG TO SEEK ADDITIONAL SIX 
SLOTS AT NARITA IN ORDER INCREASE TOKYO-SAIPAN SERVICE 
FROM SEVEN TO TEN FLIGHTS A WEEK. IN VIEW OF OUR LACK 
OF SUCCESS IN NORTHWEST CASE, WE WISH TO GIVE ONE MORE 
TRY TO OBTAINING SECOND POINT BEFORE RAISING QUESTION OF 
ADDITIONAL SLOTS. CHRISTOPHER 
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